
 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger." 
Luke 2:10-12   (NIV) 
 

 My favorite memory from last Christmas season was our 
Childrenôs Birthday Party for Jesus held on Christmas Eve at 10AM.  
Seventy five highly energized children accompanied by fifty smiling adults 
packed into our fellowship hall to sing, do crafts, watch a puppet show, and 
sing ñHappy Birthdayò to Jesus.  (Jesus shared his birthday cake with us 
too!) 
 

 The whole experience was an absolute delight from start to 
finish.  Our children learned the true meaning of Christmas and had a blast 
doing it.  Our adults became kids again as we soaked in the childrenôs 
wonder and enthusiastic joy. 
 

 I urge you, if you have children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, or just love kids; plan to be at the Birthday Party for Jesus 
this year.  Make this service a family tradition everyone will long remember. 
 
Your Pastor, 
Doug 
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Come experience the 

warmth and love of 

Christmas as together 

we celebrate the birth of 

our Savior, Jesus! 
 

Christmas Eve 
Childrenôs Birthday 

Party for Jesus 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Evening Worship 

7:00 & 11:00 p.m.  
 

Christmas Day  

Service 
11:00 a.m. 

Everyone is always 

welcome! 

CHILDRENôS CHRISTMAS EVE! 

10AM on December 24 
 

Children and their families are invited to celebrate Jesusô Birthday with a 

joyful gathering on Christmas Eve MORNING!  Children are accompanied 

by parents, grandparents or other adult friends, who will enjoy it as much 

as the children.  The ñpartyò lasts about 40-45 minutes and includes all the 

things Pastor Doug describes in his article above ï and more!   

It goes without saying that Santa makes no appearances at this party (and 

truly is never missed!) because this is JESUSô birthday.  So children are 

invited to bring a gift for Jesus if they wish.  It could be a can or two of 

food for a hungry person, a coat theyôve outgrown for a child in need, or a 

pair of mittens or hat.  Parents are encouraged to talk with your child 

about what gift they think Jesus would like, and let them select & bring it 

themselves.  Please do NOT wrap the gifts, but children may enjoy 

creating a card or note to put on the gift, wishing Jesus a ñHappy Birthdayò 

or whatever message they wish to give to Jesus at Christmas time. 

To those adults who donôt want to miss the candle-lit singing of Silent 

Night: weôll even have a kid-friendly version of that!  So consider whether 

this is a Christmas Eve option that works for your family, and if so, come 

join us.  Dress for both children & adults is casual and kid-friendly of 

course.  
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Prayer Room 
The chapel at LPUMC is used for a Prayer Room 
every Thursday from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Please notify Pastor Lori with all prayer requests and 
updates.  Unless otherwise requested, all prayer 
requests will remain on the Prayer List for one month. 
 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
The deadline for the Sunday worship bulletin 
announcements is noon on Wednesdays. Send 
articles to Pastor Lori. 
 

Newsletter Articles 

If you would like something to appear in the January 

Newsletter, please send your article (In a MS Word or 

MS Publisher document) to Sara in the church office 

by December 19th. 

New Hope Christmas Tree for Needy Families 
  
          This year weôve adopted 10 families with children from our church and 
community. We would like to be able to give each child a new pair of jeans, shirt & 
tennis shoes and 1 - 3 toys each for Christmas.   
           Please consider taking a tag from our tree that will be on display outside the 
fellowship hall starting Sunday, November 27th.  By purchasing a gift listed on a tag, 

you will be able to share Godôs love with these children and give them a blessed Christmas. 
          All gifts must be new and gift wrapped and  must be turned in no later than Sunday, December 
18th.  Please remember to tape the tag number to the outside of your gift so we can match it to the 
right person. 
          If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Don Geller at: 240-434-5358. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

             Christmas Food Baskets 
 

          With just over a month until Christmas Day, itôs not too early to thank God for all His blessings.  
Unfortunately, not all are so blessed so we again have an opportunity to help those less fortunate as 
our church family prepares food baskets to be delivered for the Christmas holiday.   
Items needed for Christmas include:  canned string beans, carrots, peas, corn, sweet potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, mac & cheese, peanut butter, jelly, and cereal. 
          If you have questions, contact Joan & Bruce MacMillan at: 301-872-9365. 

Important Church Policy 
 

Please do not give money to anyone you do not know 
while you are on church property.  You may refer 
people who ask for money to the church office during 
working hours.  Please remember to report any 
incidence of pan-handling to the church office. 
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ARE YOU READY? 

As December 25 draws near, we dread the question more and more.  ARE WE READY? 
 

Ah yes, Christmas........the most stressful time of the year!  Does anyone besides me 
think we have turned the birth of Jesus into a frenzy of stressed-out activity? 
 

Worse, much of that activity is truly out-of-keeping with the meaning of His birth.  After 
all, Jesus came to give us new life; not to give anxiety, stress and increased incidents of 
heart attacks!  Jesus came to show us a DIFFERENT way to live, not the way of 
shopping malls and expensive gifts and lavishly decorated homes. 

 

Itôs not that our way of celebrating Christmas is a totally bad thing.  But I definitely think we Christians 
need to always pay attention that we are getting the right focus.  We need to keep clearly in our minds 
(and in our plans) what Christmas is about ï and WHO it is about!  As we get ready, we must make 
sure weôre getting ready for the right thing! 
 

Thatôs where Advent can help.  Advent means ñto come.ò  During Advent, we get ready for the One who 
is to come.  And that is not Santa Claus!  We must keep telling ourselves and each other, it is not dear 
old Santa that we Christians celebrate.  During the 4 weeks of Advent, we Christians get ready for 
JESUS.   We get our hearts ready, our souls ready, our lives ready.  And that is very different from 
getting our houses ready, our trees ready, our presents ready.   
 

Here are some ways to ñget readyò during Advent: 
 

¶ Read Jesusô story.  Some Christians have never read the entire story of Jesus ïhow he was born,  

who he was, what he taught, how he loved, and what he did for us.  If you are one of those who 
have already read it, then Christmas is the time to read it again and see what you missed before!  I 
suggest you read the entire book of Luke in our New Testament between now and Christmas. 
 

¶ Parents, read his story with your children, using a Childrenôs Bible, with childrenôs language and 
bright, colorful pictures. 
 

¶ Come to worship him all 4 Sundays in Advent.   No, the ñsomething elseò you have on your list is 
NOT more important!  Thatôs just the world talking to you. 
 

¶ Select decorations and cards that are about JESUS, not Santa, snowmen and elves.   These things 
can become a quiet witness to the true meaning of Christ-mas. 
  

¶ Look through this newsletter and check the Sunday morning bulletins to see various ways you can 
participate in Christmas giving and events that honor Jesus and please Him on his Birthday. 
 

Let us make full use of Advent to ñget readyò for the coming of Jesus!  And see if Christmas does not 
bring real blessings for you this year. 
 
In His Loveééé.Pastor Lori 

WARM Sheltering Program         by Maria Scott 

LPUMC WARM volunteers will meet for a brief informational and training session 
on Saturday, December 3, 2011, in the Chapel from 9:00 AM until 10:30 AM.  
Volunteers who have signed up for either the December or February WARM weeks 
are encouraged to attend.   
          From 9:00 AM ï 9:45 AM will be a brief informational and signup session.  Site 
monitor training will be held from 9:45 AM ï 10:30 AM.  Anyone who has not been a 
site monitor before, is required to have completed a training session.  Previous 

WARM event volunteers are encouraged to attend the first portion of the meeting to meet our new 
volunteers.  Please contact Maria Scott at mariascott@md.metrocast.net or (301) 737-4057. 

mailto:mariascott@md.metrocast.net
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Prayer Corner                                        by Mary Lou Singletary 

  A blessed 
Christmas to each 
of you from the 
Prayer Corner. As 
we enter the 
Christmas 

Season, let us rejoice and 
spend time with our loved ones. 
  I realize that this season can 
be a very sad and depressing 
one for many people. Many of 
you have lost loved ones and 
are facing the Christmas 
holidays alone but remember 
they are not in your past but in 
your future. Maybe your family 
is falling apart or you have 
received a bad report from your 
doctor. Many of you need jobs 
and finances are stretched to 

the limits. 
  No matter where you are, I 
want to encourage you not to 
let the enemy steal your joy. Iôm 
not a Pollyanna but I know if 
you choose to celebrate and let 
God shower His love upon you, 
things will change. Confessing 
Godôs Word over your situation 
will make a difference. 
  You can be confident of this 
very thing that He who began a 
good work in you will complete 
it (Phil. 1:6). Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your request 
be made known to God (Phil. 
4:6). My God shall supply all 
your needs according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus 
((Phil. 4:19). If God is for us, 
who can be against us (Rom. 
8:31). He sent His Word and 
healed them, and delivered 
them from their destruction  
(Ps. 107:20). God says, ñI will 
never leave you nor forsake 
youò, (Heb. 13:5). Let the peace 
of God rule in your heart; Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you 
in all wisdom (Col. 3:15-16). 
May God comfort your hearts 
and establish you in every good 
word and work (2Thes. 2:17). 
  Godôs Word will work if you 
confess and believe. See you in 
church. 
 

f~|t}Ą£ at¤¢tp¤ \p¢rw A ÿ 4 , 2012  
An Invitation to a Grace Filled weekend 

 

Blessed holiday wishes to all!! Your grace-filled weekend will be a wonderful time to learn, mediate 
and revitalize your tired soul.  It is not too late to register.  Make this retreat a gift to yourself.  The speakers 
for this retreat are Delma Smallwood and Carol Brown and we are excited to have them join us!! 

 Delma is a school teacher in Charles County, and is part of Leadership Team at 

the Waldorf Lighthouse (Aglow International) currently as acting President.  She is the 

Minister of Music at Spirit of Grace Fellowship in Waldorf, Maryland where I worship.  She 

has been blessed with a wonderful husband of 38 years, two sons, two daughters, a 

daughter-in-law, a son-in-law, and three wonderful grandchildren.   

 Carol worships at First Saints Community Church along with her 
husband of 41 years.  We have one beautiful daughter, a marvelous son-in-
law and one precious grandson. 
 She has worked for the past 6 years in St. Maryôs County, 

MD, as a court advocate for individuals who have been victimized by domestic violence.  
This position allows her to meld the secular with a ministry of Godôs love to those in need. 
 She is the author of THE OBEDIENCE FACTOR.   She views the book as her 
small contribution in the way of an ñevangelistic toolò and trusts the Lord to use as He places 
it in the hands of whomever He chooses. 
 COST: $125 per person ï includes room; 5 meals and light snacks (Friday 
night dinner on your own) SATURDAY ATTENDANCE ONLY OPTION: Begins at 9 am - $40 and includes 
lunch/dinner/light snacks.   
If you have any questions, contact either: 
Christine LaValle:      301-862-3912:  calavalle@msn.com.     
Mary Lou Singletary: 240-434-5866:  mlsingletary@hotmail.com  
Janet Pilkerton:         301-475-5202:  jdpilkerton@md.metrocast.net 

Delma Smallwood  

Carol Brown  

mailto:calavalle@msn.com
mailto:jdpilkerton@md.metrocast.net


 

 

 Volunteer Church Office Assistance in the Spotlight 

 
For the past few months weôve been highlighting the wonderful ladies that are volunteering 
as our Church Office Assistants. This month we are featuring Jeannie Kemper. 
         Jeannie is our newest office assistant. She started helping in September and 
volunteers every Wednesday. Jeannie has been attending LPUMC since June 2010. She 
and her husband Jeff attend the 11:00 service. Jeannie has several jobs at LPUMC. Not only 
does she help in the office, she teaches Sunday School, and she is also one of our trusted 
counters. Jeannie and Jeff have been married for 6 years. They moved to Southern Maryland 

from Indiana and they have an adorable dog named Timmie.  
         We love having Jeannie in the front office. She is extremely helpful and is always willing to take on any task 
we give her. Another great thing about Jeannie is her kindness and sweet spirit. Sheôs just a great person to be 
around and we are blessed to have her at LPUMC. Stop by the office on Wednesday morning and you can see for 
yourself. 
          Next time you see Jeannie, tell her thank you for the many ways she serves at LPUMC. Sheôs one of the 
reasons our church is such a great place to be! 
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Worship                                        by Joey Hoopengardner

          It would be an understatement 
to say that December is a busy month 
for everyone. There are programs at 
churches, schools, and in the 
community. There is shopping to be 
done, gift-wrapping to complete, gifts 
to assemble, family gatherings to 
attend, travelling to do, and much 

more. And, once again, we should heed the reminder 
that in our busyness we should not forget the ñreason 
for the seasonò ï the birth of Christ. 
 Here are some dates I would like to inform 
you of. On Dec. 2 our senior luncheon will be held at 
the Seamanship School in Piney Point. The next night, 
Dec. 3, we will have the ñFiggy Puddingò program in 
our Fellowship Hall. On the evening of Dec. 4, the 
Bluegrass Gospel Express will host the annual Jones 
Thompson concert at the Hollywood Church of the 
Nazarene.  
 On Dec. 8, the Little Hands for Christ, the 
Sign of the Cross, and our church orchestra will 
perform Christmas music at the Pegg Road Senior 
Apartments at 6 pm.  
 On Dec. 10, COSMIC Orchestra and the 
community chorus will perform Handelôs ñMessiahò at 7 
pm at the Patuxent Presbyterian Church. This 
performance will be repeated on Dec. 11 at 4 pm at 
the Crossroads Church (Rock Church) in Calvert 
County. Several of our choir members are in the 
chorus. 
 On Dec. 18, our combined choirs will 
present the cantata ñHeaven on Earthò in both the 8:00 
and the 11:00 services. Invite a friend to come and 
hear the Christmas music with you. 
 On Dec. 19, St. Marieôs Musica will 
present a Christmas concert at 7:30 at the Patuxent 
Presbyterian Church. 

 On Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, there will be 
three worship services. Our children will celebrate 
Christôs birth at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. There will 
be two evening services, one at 7:00 pm and one at 
11:00 pm. 
 On Dec. 25, Christmas Day, there will be 
just one service for all at 11:00 am. 
 On Jan. 1, New Yearôs Day, we plan to 
have all three of our worship services at their regular 
times.  
 So, in the midst of all the hustle and bustle 
of this holiday season, I hope you will take time for 
worship. We would love to see you and your holiday 
guests join us in worship at LPUMC. 
 I would like to leave you with one personôs 
definition of worship. The former archbishop of 
Canterbury put it this way. To worship is:  

* To quicken the conscience by the holiness          

       of God. 

* To feed the mind by the truth of God. 

* To purge the imagination by the beauty of God. 

* To open the heart to the love of God. 

* To devote the will to the purpose of God. 

 
Merry Christmas to you and your families. 

Let Heaven & Nature Sing! 



            The weekend of November 18-20 was fun-filled and GOD-filled!  
Nine youth and five adults went to Ocean City for the weekend to the 
ALIVE ñIgniteò conference.  The weekend started with a rockinô concert by 
Leeland and an introduction to the weekend by conference speakers 
Runks, Dave the Horn Guy, Eric Samuel Timm, and Schwinny. 
After the morning session on Saturday, we headed to the beach for some 
bonding time working toward some of the scavenger hunt challenges.  We 
didnôt win, but we had fun trying!!  Saturday evening was filled with more 
music and encouraging words about living as a Christian in todayôs world.  
The conference concluded on Sunday morning with an awesome worship 
service filled with the Spirit and thousands of youth and leaders praising 
God! 
            We felt the best way to describe the weekend was to let the kids 
share.  This is what they had to say! 
The best part about ALIVE was: 

¶ ALIVE made me realize that there are a lot of teens out there that care 
about God. ïGrace 

¶ It was fun and exciting.  I learned more about God and about being a Christian. ïStuart 

¶ Hanging out with my friends.  I also learned a lot more about God and his love for me. ïEmily 

¶ Runksô message and Dave the Horn Guy!  They were awesome.  ïLaney 

¶ EVERYTHING! I canôt single out a specific thing, because it was all great! ïKirsten 

¶ The music.  I would love to go again! ïBowen 

¶ The Girls Only seminar and Runks. I liked the Girls Only seminar because the speaker said that 
everyone has their own plan and God made each of those plans by hand.  I liked how Runks told us 
stories about when he was a youth minister.  I also really liked listening to Leeland every day.  I love 
ALIVE! :) :D <3   Song of Songs 4:7, which says "All beautiful you are, my darling; there is no flaw in 
you".- Alexis 

¶ Eric Samuel Timm (the painter) and Runks.  His stories were really funny and I thought it was 
interesting how he always brought it back to God. ï Annie 

¶ All of it!!  I canôt wait to go again next year. ï Megan 

            It was amazing to see God working in these kids lives!  As we drove home, Stuart initiated the 
conversation for all of us to share our favorite part of the weekend, followed by Graceôs suggestion that 
we each share something nice about the person beside them.  Nowéif that isnôt God workingéthen 
what is!! 

Middle School Plus Group takes on ALIVE 
by Kelly Imhof and Cindy & Collin Pastorius 
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